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gees, THE STANDARD THEATRE. eae ee ae = 
er Bas : N Tuesday evening, inst., an entertain- 
Mr John Douglass, the spirited East End) ment was posed by the members of the Vaughan 
ss Roy | Manager, with his two clever sons, can boast of} Dramatic Club at Goswell Hall, Goswell-road. | 
mn, &, having the largest, handsomest, and most com-|  « Retained for the Defence ” commenced the | aie 
“aol plete theatre in the metropolis. They have en- performance, in which Mr Parker as Whitewash, ait | 
eminent &2Red the greatest actress of the present day in| displayed a considerable amount of ability, and | ae 
Richari B Benteel comedy — Miss Sedgwick, for twelve! the excellent comic acting of Mr G. Wilson as Wh 
Jawani — nights, to appear in her original character of Pawkins, deserves great praise. The other 
ondon), & Hester Grazebrook, in Tom Taylor’s favourite} characters were well sustained. A glee was ae 
se ani comedy— ‘The Unequal Match.” This series) then well executed by Messrs Hancock, Dwyer, 4 | 
TOR commenced last Monday, and proved an excellent} and Mahony. After which, Mr C. Cleaver ay | 
and satisfactory entertainment, well supported | obliged the audience with the “Shoreditch Toff,” it 
in the main, and furnisbed with effective scenes. | which appeared to be more amusing to himself i 
S, The last set, a view of Ems, is a charming picture. | than the audience. HH 
The piece told excellently and met with general) A}! that glitters is not Gold” followed, and 
7 oe favour. Itis scarcely necessary to say that she|the manner in which this drama was played h 
Marquis- showed in the parts those excellent qualities—| cannot betoo highly praised ; indeed, the club | 
juerades,  Oaiveté, pathos, dignity, and freshness—of which | may reckon upon having achieved a great suc- 
she is mistress. The scene in which she ie chid| eess, The Stephen Plum of Mr H. Parker was 
* by her husband for her lack of refinement was | exceedingly good, and the Toby Twinkle of Mr it 
sLirre @ @xCellent, and in the last act, when profiting by| R, Parker was very comic and amusing; he had wa 
english) the lessons she has received, she appears as @| evidently well studied the character, and the ap- iy 
OHN thoroughly heartless woman of the world, her] pJause, which was frequent, showed it was ap- a) 
_ ff command over the audience was complete. Mr} preciated by the audience. Sir Arthur was ity! 
L. “— Wright, as Blenkensop, made one of the great | carefully acted by Mr Wilson, and Jasper Plum, \h 
— hits of the ‘entertainment. The coolness and) hy Mr Modridge, was well sustained, Miss 
vanity of the obsequious character were never! Lancaster in the part of Martha Gibbs, played iT 
. Ast. overdone, and the quiet humour with which the| with great feeling and judgment. Miss Lizzie 
5, Bow. Character was invested was very much to be com-| Dudley was a fascinating Lady Valeria, and the i | 
reat with mended. Mr Hamilton’s Blotcherby was ex-| yunthankful part of Lady Leatherbridge was well Hy 
perform & cellent, and showed that the actor had bestowed | sustained by Mrs Lancaster. The curtain fell Hae 
ne an, | Mention on the character of the garrulous) amid great applause, and the principal charac- ie 
to follow doctor, Mr Hamilton never acquitted himself] terg were called before it. 7, 
an orda | better. Mr Rayner, as the Yorkshire farmer, ‘ ——_——__. if 
nd pune) bad a character to depict for which he has long| It will be seen from our advertising columns i” 
been famous. Mr Vivian was a tolerable Arm-| that an excellent opportunity is offered our ama- if 
street, cliffe, and Mr Swann was a good Sir Sowerby. jteur friends for displaying their talent both in a 
Miss “Leslie was as pert and dapper a Miss{the Drama and Farce. The advertiser sets forth if 
e acl Elblesthwaite as could be desired. Miss L. everything both as regards the place of perform- i 
7 “TE Davenport was a ladylike Miss Leech, and Miss | ance, price of parts, dvc., &c. ; ah 
~ Herbert made the character of Lady Honeybun{ The annual benefit of Mr Chatterton is fixed 
ded tof Very interesting. Mrs Rayner did ber best as| for Saturday next at Drury Lane. The energetic 
House Lady Montressor. The calls were frequent ; all | lessee’s claims are so great upon the public in 
the principals were thus complimented. The] general that no doubt can be entertained as to 1H 
Vokes’ Family, in their humorous sketch of “The | the result. ‘‘Macbeth” and other entertainments i] 
Kitchen Belles,” followed. | are announced. 1} 
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THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Mr Cuartes Maruews isthe star of attrac- 
tion principally at this house, at which Tom 
Taylor’s “ Contested Election ” has been for the 
first time produced. This comedy is a very 
faithful picture of all the minute circumstances 
connected with a borough election. It is true 
to the life, and could only have been written by 
one who must have been officially concerned, as 
we ourselves have, in a contested election in 
England. In Scotland, the organized system of 
wholesale bribery does not yet extensively pre- 
vail; consequently, although the comedy has 
been received with great favour, it must in a 
great degree be quite unintelligible to the mil- 
lion. Mathews played Dodgson, the political 
agent, with great unction. Walter Fisher as 
the Butcher, acted admirably. He _ entered 
heart and soul into the character. Mr Wallace 
as old [loneybun, and Mr Masters as the Vint- 
ner, were also careful studies, and Miss Marie 
Rhodes as Mrs Honeybun, looked as interesting 
as usual, 

There is a defect in this comedy to our think- 
ing. The denouement is brought about by 
Dodgson being overheard revealing (when there 
was no occasion for it) the manner by which he 
had effected the candidature of Mr Honeybun 
against hisown will. Now, an acute lawyer 
like Mr Dodgson never would have committed 
such a solecism. The contrivance is clumsy to 
say the best of it, and it would be well for Mr 
Taylor to alter and amend his plot in this par- 
ticular point. There is no reason whatever, 
why Wapshott should retire from the contest, 
lie might easily come in as the successful can- 
didate. 

Fra Dravo.o. 





Miss Fanny Josephs, the manageress of the 
Holborn Theatre, announces her benefit for Sat- 
urday, the 27th inst. So well has Miss Josephs 
catered for the public during the period of her 
managership that the ingratitude would indeed be 
great if her benefit did not prove a bumper. 

The daughter of Madame Jenny Lind-Gold- 
schmidt, a girl of 12 years, is said to possess 
much of the talent of her mother, and to have an 
excellent voice. 

The Princess Beatrice visited the Haymarket 
on Wednesday. 

Miss L. Hastings has been obliged to relinquish 
her character of the Isabella, in the burlesque at 
the Gaiety, in consequence of having met with an 
accident which confines her to her bed-room. 

Madame Tussaud’s.—Among the life-size por- 
trait-models of eminent personages in the great 
wax-work exhibition in Baker-street are those of 
John Wyckliffe (who was one of the first trans- 
lator of the Holy Scriptures into English), and 
those renowned religious reformers, Martin 
Luther, John Knox, and John Calvin. 

Desrrvuction of Durbam Theatre by Fire.— 
Early on Thursday morning the Theatre Royal, 
Sadler-street, Durham, was discovered to be on 
fire. ‘The alarm was given, and measures were 
promptly taken to extinguish the flames, but the 
fire had got such a hold that the building was 
soon destroyed. The theatre was an old build- 
ing, and belonged to the executors of the late 








Mr Samuel Boxby, in whose possession and that 
of his family it had been for many years. It 
previously belonged to the Kemble family, and 
forms one of the circuits of theatres, consisting 
of North Shields, South Shields, Sunderland, 
and Scarboreugh. Many eminent actors and 
actresses have appeared on its boards. The 
theatre was occupied by a company, and was 
left apparently all right at eleven o’clock on 
Wednesday night, and no cause can be assigned 
for the fire. 

The theatre at Nijny-Novgorod was burnt 
down recently after a performance in which Ben- 
gal lights had been used, and which, the sup- 
position is, set the ecenery in flames. ‘The 
damage is calculated at £16,000. 

Mr Turpin, the box book-keeper at the Hay- 
market Theatre, announces his benefit for Wed- 
nesday (to-day) when, in addition to ‘* Home,” 
“ Box and Cox” will be given (by desire) with 
other entertainments. Mr Turpin’s courtesy is 
generally known, and we heartily wish him suc- 
cess, such as previous occasions have always 
brought him. 

Our readers will not forget that Mr Irving’s 
benefit takes place on Friday next, at the Queen’s 
Theatre. ‘Plot and Passion” will then be 
played with Mr Irving as De Neuville, Mr Clay- 
ton as the Marquis, Mrs Hermann Vezin as 
Madame de Fontanges, Mr Emery as Fouché 
(his original character),Mr Brough as Grisboulle, 
and Mr Toole (for the first time) as Desmarets, 
Such a cast should ensure a bumper house. 

—_———_—__—_— 

‘“‘Weut,” says I, “Jack your foot’s a 
whopper, I never seed the beat of that in all 
my born days. It beats Gaspar Zwitcher’s 
all holler, and he is so big folk says he has to 
haul his trousers on over his head.” 


A Lapy of distinction gave a fancy ball, 
and, in order to be distinguished, placed a 
servant at the door to announce the costumes 
as they entered. A couple of ladies appeared 
in full ball-room dress.—‘*What costume 
shall I announce ?” asked the servant.—‘*We 
are not in costume,” they replied.—“Two 
ladies without costume,’”’ shouted the servant 
to the horror of everybody. 


SHamine a Fellow.—A pretty married lady was 
annoyed by an admirer who had not believed in 
letting ‘concealment, like a worm in the bud, 
prey on his more or less damask cheek,” and who, 
at last, implored her to give him a kiss.—“ I have 
no objection,” replied the lady. ‘I'll even pro- 
mise to do 60, with one condition only.”—‘* What 
is it, adorable angel?” exclaimed the delighted 
smitten one. ‘Speak, I implore you !”—* It's 
only that you’l) ask’me for it before my husband,” 
replied the “ angel.”—-Her admirer suddenly re- 
membered that he had a pressing engagement, and 
walked away. 

Bitis.—Young Mr a says it is so nice to 
have a wife the first part of a month. Everything is 
sunshine, and nothing to pay. Fourth}week in comes 
the bill that make sad work with the income. 
Poppers ten years hence will find the dit/s will grow 
up, while the months seem to grow down. The little 


Williams will become strapping great, exacting boys. | 
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BLENHEIM HALL, CHALK FARM-ROAD. 


Miss HERBERT gave a performance at the 
avove new hall by the pupils of her Alexan- 
dra Dramatic Class, and it may be as well to 
state that the hall is Miss Herbert’s property, 
and she is now completing the decorations, 
&e., which will make it an elegant private 
theatre with every facility for doing good 
pieces. The hall holds about 500, and on the 
evening in question was most fashionably and 
well attended. 


The pieces selected were ‘‘ Still Waters run 

Deep,” and “The Ladies’ Club.”” Miss Bertha 
Liston, whose name was down in the pro- 
gramme for the part of Mrs Mildmay, did not 
appear, but we recognised an old and estab- 
hahed favourite member of Miss Herbert’s 
class, Miss Ada Clifton, who played in her 
usual charmante manner. She was elegantly 
attired, and in every way did justice to the 
part. Miss Lawton as Mrs Sternhold cer- 
tainly did credit to the part which she has 
evidently been well tutored in. We have 
seen this young lady in a variety of characters, 
and we think with a little study and practise 
she will be a useful member in a regular 
company. Mr Yarman played Hawkesley 
very well, but he lacks action; that, however, 
in time he may acquire. Mr Harley was the 
Mildmay, and a better one could not have 
been; he was quite at home in the part, and 
played admirably. Mr Kay, whom we notice 
isalmost a new member of Miss Herbert’s 
ompany, played Potter; and we consider it 
well impersonated and without exaggeration, 
uch parts as this we should think with prac- 
ise and care he will be very good in. Mr 
oma, one of Miss Herbert’s oldest pnpils, 
played Dunbilk in his quaint and comic style, 
nd was excellent. Ali the characters were 
illed before the curtain. 
The “Ladies Club” followed, Miss Clifton sus- 
ining the character of the demonstrative 
oung clubbish Mrs Fitzsmith excellently. Miss 
Maury as Mrs Derby, and Miss Grabam as Mrs 
Major Mortar were very good, Miss Graham 
utroduced a song, which she sang with great 
teling. We notice a decided improvement in 
bis young lady’s acting and singing, and she 
ids fair to be successful in the profession after 
he has studied more. Mr Toms and Mr Cres- 
ick as Flammer and Fricandeau were all that 
ouldbe desired. We must not forget Miss 
bruce as Mrs Swankey. She was droll in the 
Xtreme, dressed the character to the life, and 
ertainly reflected great credit on herself and 
cher, for in a regular theatre we have sel- 
om seen Mrs Swankey done so well. In fact 
te whole performance was a decided success, 
id at the fall of the curtain Miss Herbert was 
led forward and loudiy cheered, which she 
tainly deserved. 


Anorner Mercirut Narrer.—We aro all 

a hot, violent crew; to do us justice, with 
the milk of human kindness though. We 
are all fond of hunting, fishing, and shoot- 
ing ; yet all gave them up when young men 
because we had no pleasure in killing little 
animals. George and I were bold riders. 
We, however, always found it pain, not 
pleasure, to worry poor animals. Lately, 
in camp, a little hare got up; the grey- 
hounds pursued, and the men shouted to aid 
the dogs. My sorrow was great, andI rode 
away ; yet at dinnerI atea poor fowl! It 
is not principle, therefore, on which we act ; 
it is a painful feeling. As to cat-hunting 
and dog-fighting, feeling and principle unite 
to condemn ; a domestic animal confides in 
you and is at your merey;a wild animal 
has some fair play, a domestic one none. 
Cat-hunters and dog-fighters are therefore 
not only cruel but traitors. No polished 
gentleman does these things. 

ON reference to our advertising columns it 
will be seen that the clever amateur actor, Mr 
F. Harcourt Sawyer takes a benefit at the Gal- 
lery of [llustration, on Saturday next, when an 
extraordinary good programme is put forth. 


TO MANAGERS OF THEATRES. 
\ R CHARLES MIRAN, the well known light 
comedian, being on his voyage to England from 
Australia, where he is expected about the middle of 
March, will. be open to engagements in Town or the 
Provinces. All communications to be addressed to Mn 
CHARLES Miran, care of W.B., THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
office,*335a, Strand. 
“We feel it incumbent upon us to give a special word 
of greeting to two old favourites of the Sydney public, 
who reappeared after a lengthened absence from this city, 
We allude to Miss Louisa Arnot and Mr Chas. Miran ; 
Mr Chas. Miran, who was warmly welcomed as an old 
favourite, is a great acquisition to any stage, as an actor 
of sterling ability, and he worthily maintains his former 
reputation,’’—Sydney Morning Herald. 


\ rSTURGEON’S POLITICAL LETTERS to the 
i ‘Trade Unionists, to the Industrial Classee, and to 
John Bright, Esq., M.P. One Penny each. Heywood 
and Co., 335, Strand, of whom may also be had “ Border 
Lays for the newly Enfranchised,” parts 1 and 2, and 
various other Electieneering Songs. 
SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 
{ S. HAMILTON and Mr R. GASTON will 
have the honour of appearing at the above Theatre 
on Friday next, March 19th, in Shakspeare’s play of 
OTHELLO, Othello, Mr S. Hamilton ; Iago, Mr R. 
Gaston, 





ECLECTIC THEATRE. 

JANTED.—GENTLEMEN to sustain characters 

in the ‘COLLEEN BAWN,”’ to take place at 
the above Theatre immediately the rehearsals are per- 
fect. The following parts are open with prices attached, 
for which Tickets will be given in equivalent. DRESSES 
FOUND. Gentlemen will find this an excellent oppor- 
tunity. Danny Mann, 10s.; Hardress Cregan, 9s, ; 
Father Tom, 9s.; Kyrl Daly, 7s.; Corrigan, 7s. ; Shee- 
lah (a woman), ds, ; Bertie O‘More, 1s, 6d.; Hyland 
Creagh, ls, 6d. Ladies required for Mrs Cregan and 
Ann Chute, 
Also for the farce entitled the UNFINISHED 
GENTLEMAN :—Bill Downey, 10s.; Jem Miller, 8s.; 
Lord Totterley, 8s.; Frisk Flammer, 6s.; — 8.3 
Nibble, 1s.; Catch, 1s. For further particulars address 








J. OWEN, 16, Eagle-street, City-road, N. 




































































aes 



















































































wise 


84 THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

Notice To Secretarres oF AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
Civuns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

PERYORMANCES.—We must request the favour of all 
admissions being forwarded as early as possible. 
It frequently happens through procrastination on 
this point that we have previously made arrange- 
ments with our coadjutors for the evening, and iu 
some cases it has happened that the Tickrts have 
not arrived until after the performance. In no 
case can we guarantee a notice being inserted un- 
less the Tickets pass through the offico into the 
hands of the Editor in the proper course. Instan- 
ces have happened where notices forwarded to us 
have been admitted, but we cannot of course 
guarantee that such remarks are psrfectly indepen- 
dent and free from partizanship. 

J. Witp.—-The last Volume (1868) may be had at 
Vickers’ or Lacy’s, Strand, price 4s. 6d. 

P. P.—We answered your request before ; it wiil be 
1s. 6d. weekly. 

A Constant Reaprer.—Weare glad you are pleased 
with our remarks. 

Mortro.—We have tried the experiment before, and 
it did not answer. A few years back we published 
three numbers weekly—Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday. 


SAVILLE is too late for this week. 


Dramaticus.—We cannot give you the information 
, regarding the two ladies you name; you had better 
see Mr Holah. Heis an amatcur of long-standing. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines Is. Od. 
Hight . ; ° ° ° ° ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ° ° P ° ‘ 2s. Od. 
Twenty . . . ° ‘ 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . 1s .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o'clock Tucsday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the 
Journal.” 
Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho, 
Hopcrott, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
King, Arlington Street, Islington. 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dix, King’s Cross Koad, 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Bell, St John’s Street Road. 
Sheard, 7, St. John-street, Smithfield. 
James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 
Walters, Bell-yard, ‘Temple Bar. 
B. W. Watkins, 53, Cirencaster-place, Portland-rd. 


** Theatrical 





A Promisinc Cuitp.—“ Pa, will you give me a 
shilling if I'll prove to you that a dog has ten tails ?” 
—‘* Yes, my son.” —“ Well,to begin, one dog has one 
more tail than no dog, hasn’t he ?’’=—=“ Yes.” —‘* Well, 
no dog as nine tails ; and if one dog has one more tail 
than no dog, than one dog must have'ten tails.’”,-—The 
father gave the boy the shilling. 


Che Theatrical Journal, 
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" MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA.” 
CHAPTER IV. 


Without enumerating all the pieces, great and 
smail, that were produced during the period of 
Macready’s management of Covent Garden, we 
may without being charged with prolixity, include 
with the former lists two very important pro- 
ductions of the season, viz : the grand revival of 
Shakspeare’s “ T'empest,”’ and the creation of 
Bulwer’s ** Richelieu”; both startling manifesta- 
tions of the tragedian’s taste and profuse liberality, 
Nothing approaching the mechanical effects of 
the ship j:n a storm in the former; piece had 
ever been seen within the walls of a theatre, 
The enthusiasm the spectators evinced at the 
mimic fury of the elements and the foundering of 
the vessel with its human freight was unbounded. 
The cast was the strongest on record. including 
Macready as Prospero, G. Bennett as Caliban, 
Anderson, Ferdinand, Miss Faucit, Miranda, and 
Miss P. Horton, Ariel; these several embodiments 
were, without exaggeration, perfect. Then 
Bartley’s Stephano and Harley’s Trinculo were 
gloriously humorous delineations ; the enchanted 
island and the masque of Ceres enraptured the 
beholders. Who will ever forget this lovely poem 
and its exquisite scenes and music? Miss P, 
Lforton’s aerial flights, her fairy form, her elfin 
tresses, her syren smiles, her sylph-like move- 
ments, her warbling in mid-air of ‘‘ Where the bee 
sucks,” &c. Our young playgoers who have 
seen Mrs German Reed at the Gallery of Illustra- 
tion will perhaps have some difficulty in recogni- 
sing the resemblance, but my word for it, the 
picture is a faithful one. Prospero exactly suited 
our hero’s intellectual calibre ; no part more fitted 
to his peculiar idiosyncrasy than this weird 
Milanese magician, omnipotent and authoritative 
as the Bard represents him ; the intense affection 


existing between him and his daughter was ex ff 


hibited in a beautiful manner by bim and that 
interesting, graceful young actress, Miss H. 
Faucit. 

The way in which “ Richelieu” was mounted 
cannot be forgotten, any more than the marvels 
we have just recorded. The hand and eye of the 
artist were everywhere visible in this costly pro- 
duction. The Palace of Louis XIII, with its or- 
nate roof and pendent bosses was as regards the 
ceiling, a piece of border work entirely novel and 
singularly effective. The cast of the piece is 
familiarjto the amateurs of the present day, asit 
is to be seen in every edition of the play, but 
Macready’s acting is not. I shall not attempt to 
describe it, nor the effect he produced when in 
the last act, he got up from his chair (after simu 
lating the moribund Cardinal) vigorous and 
triumphant, Phelphs’s Joseph was first-rate and 
all the parts filled with that care and complete 
ness for which the manager was famed. 

Before commencing the varrative of the Drury 
Campaign of 1841-2, I will, with a conscious dis 
regard of chronological sequence, for which | 
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crave pardon (being carried away hap-hazard 
‘with my subject) revert to the period a.p. 1824- 
30, when the great tragedian was playing at 
"Drury Lane, the Haymarket, and Bath (where he 


was a great favourite), the days of the Kemble 
dynasty, of Kean, of the gushing beauty of 
Madame Vestris, the triumphs of Miss Foote, the 
tine when Mrs W. West(whom many of us know) 
was for a long period enacting leading parts at 
the patent theatres with Kean, Kemble, Young, 
and Macready, the days when a play was enjoyed 
simply on account of the acting and of the ex- 
hibition of strongly defined character, wheu no 


‘adjuncts were admitted, when a slovenly mise-en- 


sene was the rule, not the exception, when hard 
study was the actor’s lot, when nightly changes, 
vatiety ever-charming, drew crowded and intelli- 
gent audiences, when men and women chatted 
over their fire-sides on the merits of this or that 
performer, when the playgoers were divided into 
Montagues and Capulets, Orlandos and Colonnas, 
in other words Druryites and Covent-Gardenites, 
admirers of the Kemble school or of the natural 
style of the elder Kean;of Young, or of Macready; 
of Foote, or Phillips; Polly Stephens, or Love ; 
when Inchbald, Centlivre, Holcroft, Morton, 
Sheridan, Coleman, Congreve, Farquhar, Shirley, 
Maturin, Massinger, Tobin, Addison, Rowe, Van- 
burgh and Cibber, Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Bickerstaff, Milman and Moore, (the Rev drama- 
tists) Macklin, Goldsmith, Young, Horne, Sheil 
and Otway had each a fair and impartial hearing, 
and when our immortal Bard was interpreted with 
eficiency but with impudent anachronism and 
shabbiness in the matter of scenery, costume, and 
upholstery, and when audiences were ina con- 
stant simmer of excitation. 
(To be continued.) 


SOUTHGATE PENNY READINGS. 

(To the Editor of the THearricaL JouRNAL.) 

Sir,-On Tuesday,'the 9th inst., baving occasion 
to visit Southgate, I noticed a placard announ- 
cing that ** Penny Readings” would be held at 
the Schoolroom, in the evening of that day, and 
being naturally an inquisitive person, | deter- 
mined to visit the aforesaid room, and judge for 
myself, for I had been told the readings were 
excellent of their kind, and in this verdict I 
heartily concur. Everything I saw and heard 
made an agreeable impression on my mind, and 
there can be no doubt but what these readings, 
carried on in the manner they are, tend to en- 
lighten and cultivate the taste of those who 
make a practice of being thus amused at the 
small charge of one penny. The performers were 
I noticed, all gentlemen (with the exception of 
alady, whose name was not mentioned, but 
who played “Tarantella” exceedingly well on 
the pianoforte), I think there should have been 
afew more ladies, for we are all aware that 
their presence always lends an inexpressible 
charm to these meetings. 

Among the many excellent recitations and 
songs, you will pardon me if 1 choose the names 
of Messrs Preedy, Quilton, Deacon, and Phil- 
lips, as the most entitled to praise. 

I am sorry I was not not able to be present 
earlier, as no doubt I might have added a few 
more names to the above. 














Great praise is due to each and all of the 
persons engaged, for the very efficient manner 
in which the readings were conducted, and I am 
sure the inhabitants of Southgate, in this 
respect, will agree with, Yours, &c., 

March 11, 1869. INQUISITIVE, 

—_—_———_.@———_—— 
THE DRAMA. 

Tue intellectual drama is just now waking up 
at Drury Lane. ‘To expect a thorough resuscita- 
tion as yet would be rather irrational, but it is by 
no means inconceivable that the world may he- 
come convinced that, even in amusements it is 
not impossible to be pleased with something 
better than Puoch and Judy. I call the popular 
and apparently attractive style of writing and 
acting the itinerant showman style. 

The real talent of an author can never be 
evinced by mere tricks of syllabio dislocation, by 
turning wit and intelligible humour into nonsense 
and buffoonery. Neither can the actor do justice 
to himself and his art without an infusion of the 
noblest feelings of humanity and without poetry 
and passion into the drama: while, as for the 
audience, to suppose that a mere grin is all they 
are capable of experiencing is an insult to reason 
itself. Let us assist at the demolition then of the 
vile pseudo-drama. We hate the mere flimsy 
sentiment and clap-trap which seemed to please 
our grandmothers when ** Pamela” was not des- 
pised by readers, but we ought to seek for sub- 
stance and spirit, and not feed on the wretched 
sweetmeats which poison the stomach when re- 
peated as modern burlesques are. Let us have a 
drama at any rate with real actorsin it. Perhaps 
Phelps and Dillon may noi be all that we desire ; 
but it is something to see tragedians now. The 
world rubs its eyes when a poetic play is acted 
and attracts. We see after all that there isa eoul 
in the apparently dead body, and that the exist- 
ence of a drama is not a dream and a delusion. 

BeETA. 
“B. W. W's” BENEFIT. 

WE beg to remind our readers and the vari- 
ous Amateur Dramatic Clubs that the Benefit 
to be given to Mr B. W. Watkins will take 
place this evening at Sadler's Wells Theatre. 
We trust that he will meet with the support of 
all amateurs on the occasion, more especially as 
he has been suffering from so long and severe 
an illness, and by reason of the services which 
he has rendered to amateurs. 

The pieces to be performed on the occasion 
will be * Raising the Wind,” “ King Johu,” and 
the “* Turned Head.” Much praise is due to 
the committee, for the promptness with which 
they have acted. 








A Freak of Nature.—On Friday a cow, the 
property of Mr Thomas Errington, farmer, of 
South Hetton, introduced into the world a 
calf of extraordinary proportions. The “ little 
stranget”’ is a strange animalindeed. It has 
two heads, four fore legs, two hind legs, and 
two tails.— Northern Express. 


Weare not worthy of loving truth when we can love 
anything more than that. 
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SADLER’S WELLS. 

Tus house was opened last Saturday for a 
series of seven performances under the menage- 
ment of Mr W. A. Stanley, to be given, with one 
exception (Mr B. W. Watkins’s benefit) by the 
Kemble Club. 

The efforts of the above-named society in the 
tragedy of ‘‘ Macbeth” were not so happy as in 
other and less difficult pieces that we have seen 
them in, nor did they have the fair hearing to 
which all honest and pains-taking amateurs are 
entitled, for a more unruly, we may say, black- 
guardly assemblage of roughs never infested the 
gallery of a theatre, even in the worst days of 
transpontine lawlessness. Making every allow- 
ance for overflowing animal spirits, and an 
occasional flash of mythological wit uttered under 
beery influences on a Saturday night, such coarse, 
dirty remarks as fell from the lips of one of the 
ringleaders of the noisy gang perched aloft should 
never be allowed in the walls of a playhouse ; out 
of simple decorum, and a decent regard to the 
feelings of the ladies before and behind the cur- 
tain, they might refrain from their brutal jests ; 
but what can be expected from low-lived English- 
men ? in no other country in the world would such 
conduct be tolerated. We hope Mr Stanley will 
station a policeman in the gallery who will be em- 
powered to eject the miscreants. 

If the acting on this occasion was not uni- 
formly good, there was much conscientious and 
intelligent rendering in many of the characters. 
Mr Stauley, no doubt worried by the cares of 
management, was not i’ the vein. He played the 
Thane with ability, but!was uneven. At times, 
however, he was quite himself, We must speak 
of Mr Franklin's Macduff as being exceedingly 
good ; this gentleman has made rapid strides in 
the art of acting ; his actions are easy and effec- 
tive, and he plays with intense feeling. Mr W. 
Nicholls’s Banquo and Mr F. G. Howard’s Dun- 
can were perfectly satisfactory, and some of the 
mivor parts were fairish, but the witches were 
not up to the mark in the cauldron scene. The 
music was wretchedly managed. Discordant 
voices and inefficient chorouses marred Locke's 
glorious conceptions. The two singing witches 
were both soprani ; one sang asemitone ahead 
of her companion, and yet we understood they 
were professionals. Miss R. Vacey appeared as 
Lady Macbeth, and showed talent in the early 
scenes, but we think this lady was rather over- 
weighted. 

In ‘Charles XII.,” the fierce, irascible, 
honest bating, honest-loving king was taken by 
Mr Lewis, who was 80 indignant with the treat- 
ment he received from the gods that he declined 
to play the concluding scenes, and the curtain 
was prematurely dropped. Mr H. Seed’s Muddle- 
werk was capital; his examination of the dis- 
guised Charles smacked something of the 
bullying counsel of a law court, but it was rich 
and quaint, and his exit was irresistibly comic. 
Mr Barnett was a clever Adam Brock, and Mr 
Nicholls appropriately lugubrious as the wronged 
Major Vanberg. The warmth of Gustavus’s 
affection for Ulrica was somewhat restrained by 
Mr Bingley’s constitutional timidity. The Misses 
Phillips and Belmont were the respective inter- 
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“Rise, gentle moon™:tolerably well. Mr Harrisn — KINGH 
was the costumier. The theatre was very full, i; eo pot 
ees Museum-street 

THE INTELLECTUAL DRAMA, Donaldson : Ac 

Wuat earthly good, we may ask, is there in ,(pGitshem; Hon 
drama which neither appeals to the mind nor pe! application 
gratifies the imagination? The sooner men sickey CCENTRI 
of it the better. The drama which corresponds day re 
to the sensational tales in penny papers—Ney. 
gate literature we may call it—and the trash which 
distorts words for the sake of bad puns, may be 
compared to most unwholesome sweetmeats which 
boys and girls may swallow, but which is in fact 
little better than poison. 

It is an age of absurdity and folly, an ‘age of 
chignon, preposterous dress. Priests rigged out 
in finery, and asking for “genuflections.” 4 
ridiculous and a most shallow age of Lord Dun. 
drearies, man-millinery, aud Mantelinis. How 
then expect a robust drama? There are some 
stupid fellows who are trying to make out our 
greatest Poet a Puritan. Pooh! I don’t think he 
was either Puritan or even Freethinker, but a man 
who thought for himself on all subjects, and 
arrived at the conviction of Hamlet, “there is a 
special providence in the fall of a sparrow.” | 
like to see such a doctrine inculcated on the 
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stage ; but without cant. Broad thought has led Kingsla 
to Broad Church, and I think our brilliant premier “er * 
has imbibed it. ito be made te 


Dalston, 
I wonder by the way thatthe goveromentshould HAKSPE 


think of prosecuting a freethought paper. Away \Nevening, ¢ 
with such absurd prohibitions as restriction on pm Court-r 
opinion! When the drama revives it will help Jp! Noman 
to smite sectarianism and unbelief. Bera. 
Trees or CatirorniA.—Professor Brewers 
read to the American National Academy of 
Sciences at the recent meeting a paper on 
the distribution of the forest vegettation 
west of the rocky Mountains. He showed 
that forests in California are fewer than in 
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the east. They are altogether north of San ed 
Luis Obispo, and lie on the west flanks of [RWarxrns ( 
the cosat ranges and the Sierra Nevedas, JwninT 
Pine, spruce, fir, and cedar constitute the FR! yn. 
bulk of the forests. There are 50 species [Buiregard 


of conifers in California, all peculiar to the 
country. A long account was given of the 
big trees, the largest of which was said to be 
91 in circumference, 260 feet high, and pro- 
bably 1,400 years old. The statments of the 
age of these trees in some intances been 
grossly exaggerated. 

Hotuoway’s Ointment and Pills —Bad legs, 
bad breasts, ulcers, abscesses, wounds, and sores 
of all kinds may be thoroughly healed by the 
application of this Ointment, after they have been 
fomented with water. The discharge should not 
be checked at once, but rather encouraged, for 
sudden check must of course be always dange- JM) street, 
rous; nature is the noblest physiciaus and must [Baiies an 
not be opposed, but seconded—all sores are for Bes for 


ire request 


Amateur 
most endea 
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Rejoice, 
\AMU] 


a time the safety valve of the constitution, and Merdsobe 
should not be closed or healed until they assume ie 
a healthier character. Under the action of this Bir an out 
powerful Ointment, together with the Pills, the Bulity al 


depraved humours of the body will be quickly Mind 


preters of Endiga and Ulrica, the former singing j.removed. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR OLUBS. 


NUCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
| day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President, Mr A. W. 
Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr W, S. B. 
itsham; Hon. Sec. Mr F. Harcourt Sawyer, to whom 
il] applications are to be made. 


CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 

Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon, Sec. 


MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
| evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
treet, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
cting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 
7EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
K pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 
RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
ledlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
made to F, Small, jun., Secretary, "6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 
HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club}meets on Friday 
) evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 o’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E, Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas, 


—o—— 


The performances at the Prince of Wales’s 


heatre were on Tuesday evening witnessed by 


he Princess Louise and Prince Arthur. 


B. W. WATKINS (B, W. W.) 
SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 


PERFORMANCE will take place at the above 
Theatre early in March, for the Benefit of MrB.W. 
Watkins (A. O. F., Court Artillery, 1975,) familiarly 
inown in Theatrical circles as **B. W. W.,”’ in testi- 
mony offhis long services to the Amateurs ofthe metropo- 
lis as a dramatic critic, and as a mark of their sympathy 
and regard for him, as well as an assistance, after his 
necent long illness, and loss of sight. 
The pieces to be represented are, RAISING THE 
IND, KING JOHN, and The TURNED HEAD, 
nwhich several good parts are still tobe disposed of, 
upon reasonable terms. ‘The committee (comprised of 
epresentatives from almost every Dramatic Club in 
london) meet every Thursday evening at 9 o’clock, atthe 
Plough ‘Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street, to whom 
lies and gentlemen desirous of taking part in the above 
requested to apply personally, or by letter to; 
Mr Sam THOMAS, Secretary. 

Amateurs in particular are requested to use their ut- 
most endeavours on this occasion, to obtain a bumper 
or their “‘old and valued friend.’’ 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
!AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
\) street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
alies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
aces for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. + 
age assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
lke profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
iran outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc: 
wlity all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 











NEW SONGS, 


ay PROFESSIONAL LADIES AND GENTLE- 
MEN at Concerts and Music Halls.—A great vari- 
ety of NEW SONGS upon all the subjects of the 
present day, not having been sung in public, to be dis- 
oy of, written by a celebrated writer. Apply to 
V.B., at the THEATRICAL JouRNAL Office, 3350, 
Strand. Songs written upon any subject at a few hours’ 
notice, 
M\HE Complimentary Benefit of Mr F. HARCOURT 

_ SAWYER is announced to take place on Saturday, 
March 20th, at the GALLERY OF ILLUSTRATION, when 
the following pieces will be played: RETAINED 
FOR THE DEFENCE; Leicester Buckingham s 
comedy of SILVER LINING, and IF I HAD A 
£1000 A-YEAR; supported by Mr F. Harcowt 
Sawyer, Messrs Lionel ‘Toms, Fred. C. Rolyart, C. J. 
Braithwaite, W. F. Crawley, J. Hugheston, Marshall, 
and Holloway; Miss Lizzie Harrison, Miss Bessie 
Harrison, Miss Ellis Lancaster, Miss Marie Willis, Misa 
Pattie Bell, Miss Emile Bowerman, and Miss A, Hamil- 
ton. Frank Fairleigh, Mr I’. Harcourt Sawyer. 

Doors open at 7, Commence at half-past. Prices of 
admission, 5s, 3s, 2s, and 1s. 





QUEEN’S THEATRE. 
R HENRY IRVING begs to announce his 
BENEFIT on FRIDAY, MARCH 19th. For 
this night only will be produced Mr Tom Taylor’s drama 
of ‘¢ Plot and Passion,’ in which Mrs Hermann Vezin 
has kindly consented to appear, in conjunction with 
Messrs Emery, Clayton, Brough, Irving, and J. L 


Toole. ° 





OYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR- 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GLIOVANNELL— 
Engagement extraordinary (for two nights only, 
Tuesday, March 16th, and Wednesday, March 17th) of 
the real Siamese Twins, from the Egyptian Hall; like- 
wise the beautiful Circassian Lady, in conjunction with 
the Nova Scotia Giantess, Miss Anna Swan. Mr Gio- 
vannelli respectfully informs his patrons that, notwith- 
standing, notwithstanding the enormous expense attend- 
ing this monstre engagement, the prices will be, as usual 
One Shilling. Private entrance for carriages open in 
Park Road, on this occasion only. Box-office open from 
ten to four. Secure your seats immediately, for every 
one should see these marvels of the world, as they 
will shortly leave London for Paris. 

JOLLY JOE every evening. All the‘original effects, 
Beautiful scenery. ‘Tom Dorrington, Miss Eliza Hamil- 
ton ; Nan, Miss L. Cellier ; Nelly, Miss Musgrave; Lilly, 
Miss M. Stafford; Joshue, Mr J, Mordaunt; Mrs Chubbs, 
Miss Reynolds ; Old Brads, Mr C, Steyne, Author, Mr 
W. C, Chamberlain; Chouser, Mr E. Campbell; and 
Jolly Joe, Mr E. Giovannelli. The scenery embraces 
the following :—Newgate Market, Cheapside, Westmin- 
ster Bridge, Interior of Fashionable Gambling House, 
and Willesden Junction during a Snowstorm, grand rail- 
way effect. 

Important announcement: Mr E. Giovannelli begs 
respectfully to inform his friends and patrons that the 
last Grand Bal d’Opero, on a scale of magnificence, will 
take place on Monday, March 22, on which occasion the 
band will be angmented to 100 performers. Open till 
three by express permission. ‘The shadow dance inven- 
tedby E. Giovannelli. Gentlemen’stickets, 3s. 6d.; ladies’ 
ditto, 2s.6d. Supper at twelve; ticket, 3s. Commence at 
eight o’clock,— 

Dancing in the grand hall every evening.—Immense 

reparations for the Easter holidays, The whole ef the 
beautiful gardens redecorated. 

Admission |s,, including dancing in the ball-room' 
Open every Sunday for promenade. Admission by 
Refreshment Ticket, 6d. Stage-manager, Mr J. Mor- 
daunt; acting-manager, Mr Hazlewood, jun. 


Stronc Man.—Little Child: “ Mamma, is’nt Mr 
Biffles very strong?” —Mamma: “ Why ?”—Little 
Child: “ Because he said he was going to take the 
steamboat over to Battersea.” 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


AVING been citirely RE-DECORATED,‘in an elegant and costly stvle, worthy in every way of their 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


in the week. 
THE GRAND BAND, 
Unde the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 








H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform th 
A. Visitors of SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 
rices .— 

GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS, 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 6d. BASS’S PALE ALE, 6d. 
PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 61. per GLASS. 

BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 
Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 

CORDLALS 
of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house, 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices, 
CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
ga A new and CONVENIENT REFRESHMENT and RETIRING ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the Dress Circle. 





OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


VHE Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Harrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, the 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royal 
Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engated for any performances. It has been fitted up for 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Music 
Hall, Store Street ; Myddelton Hall; City of London College ; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility, 
New ‘Theatres, with Scenery, Gas Fittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can le 


obtained at 
HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 
Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. Costumes supplied in Towa and Country. 





O LADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of participating in TWO THOROUGHLY GOOD PERFOR. 
MANCES, an opportunity is now offered, as the following pieces are about to be put in active preparation 
for a FIRST-CLASS LONDON HOUSE, under the personal superintendance of MISS ROSETTA VACY :— 
THE ROUGH DIAMOND, 
THE HONEYMOON, 
THE FACTORY GIRL, 
THE CHIMNEY CORNER, 
A NEW FARCE, and ie special permission), 
A FAVOURITE PLAY. 
rr Soveral good parts open in each piece. Apply by letter only to Miss R. VACY, T. R., Sadler’s Wells ; or 
on Wednesday evenings, after 8, to Mr W. BARRETT, Clothworkers’ Arms, Arlington-street, Now North-road. 
PAMPHILION HOTEL, | . , 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, | TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. ) RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hir. 
Town or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis 
court, Drury-lane, W.C, N.B. Balls and Masquerades. 








DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till8. SUPPERS from 8 till ]2 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND \ ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. — 
TRIPE, &c. 4 Life-size Portrait models of JOHN WYCLIFFE 











WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Ecotch Ales on draught. 


TO MANAGERS, &e. 
S Check or Money Taker, Box Keeper, or in any 
A similar capacity. A young man wishes for an en- 
agement as above. References, &c. Address, H. J., 
, Harrison-street, Gray’s Inn-road. 








(the first translator of the Scriptures into English.) 
MARTIN LUTHER, JOHN KNOX, and JOHN 
CALVIN, are now to be seen. 

Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; extn 
rooms, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m. til 
five, and from seven till ten p.m. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W. 
ESTOW. 


To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to tht 
Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite iomerset House 
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